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Cover photo: A former migrant worker in her home village in West Java.  
 
Photographs in this report illustrate various aspects of daily life in Indonesia. Unless stated otherwise, 
individuals in these photographs are not trafficking victims.
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This book is dedicated to the late Mr. Dadang F Muchtar, Chairperson of Migrant Worker’s 
Solidarity of Karawang/Solidaritas Buruh Migran Karawang (SBMK), who was very 
meritorious in fighting for the rights of Indonesian migrant workers, trafficking victims and 
their families since 1998. NEXUS Institute is grateful for his substantial and generous 
contribution to this research project on the reintegration of trafficking victims in Indonesia 
conducted between 2014 and 2016.  
 
  



 

Foreword from the Ministry of Social Affairs  
 
 
First of all, I welcome the idea of publishing a book of research findings on controlling 
human trafficking in Indonesia conducted by NEXUS Institute. The research findings laid 
out in the book titled: Going Home. Challenges in the Reintegration of Trafficking Victims 
in Indonesia portray trafficking polarization in Indonesia. The findings can be a necessary 
reference in assisting the government to support human trafficking victims.  
 
Human trafficking in Indonesia is an important issue that demands attention from all 
sectors of our society. A great deal of data shows a surge in the number of trafficking cases in 
Indonesia. A staggering statistic, released by UNICEF in Jakarta, was that every year 
approximately 40,000 – 70,000 Indonesians are trafficked for sexual exploitation to 
Malaysia, Singapore, Taiwan, and Australia. Moreover, a research agency in Malaysia 
released another alarming figure, showing that 6,705 Indonesian women were trafficked for 
sexual exploitation to Malaysia.  
 
The United States’ Department of State in 2010 stated that Indonesia is a major source 
country of human trafficking; it is also a transit and destination country for woman, 
children, and men, who are subject to human trafficking, particularly prostitution and forced 
labor. It occurs due to unsafe migration in Indonesia; trafficking seems to be an integral part 
of the migration process itself. From falsification of legal documents, falsification of identity 
and age, prospective migrants’ lack of information, to the lack of protection from the State.  
 
The above empirical facts need to be seriously addressed by various elements of society to 
tackle trafficking. Trafficking is an up-stream to down-stream issue, which cannot be solved 
without a comprehensive approach. At the up-stream, the issue is how to lower Indonesia’s 
poverty rate, which has been the main contributing factor of trafficking. Whereas at the 
down-stream, the issue is how to assist trafficking victims to reintegrate into their family and 
communities. 
 
The Ministry of Social Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia is mandated to provide social 
welfare services to vulnerable persons, including trafficking victims. Child labor, forced 
labor, involuntary servitude, child sexual exploitation, forced labor migration, as well as 
other violence are among the forms of human trafficking and related exploitation addressed 
by the Ministry of Social Affairs.  
 
Presidential Regulation No. 69/2008 establishing the Task Force for the Prevention and 
Control of Human Trafficking, or better known as the anti-trafficking task force, has placed 
the Ministry of Social Affairs as the chairman of the social rehabilitation sub-cluster, in 
which programs for repatriation and social reintegration for victims are included. 
 
I hope NEXUS Institute’s research findings can strengthen future outcomes, particularly 
related to:  
 

1. Strengthening the Task Force for the Prevention and Control of Human 
Trafficking, in terms of revamping and updating data, human resources, 
infrastructure, and synergy in action and regulations, as well as strategic 
partnerships with stakeholders in the country and abroad; 

2. Improving the achievements of the Task Force for the Prevention and Control of 
Human Trafficking through the expansion of outreach partnerships and 
optimization of the potential of media (written and/or visual, social media, and 
other information and communication technology), as well as the optimization of 
regional government’s involvement in tackling human trafficking; 



 

3. Increase cooperation in regulatory and activity strategies in the context of 
territorial, regional, and international levels.  

 
Finally, I would like to give the highest appreciation for the publication of NEXUS Institute’s 
research findings. I hope these findings can inspire and motivate not only the staff of the 
Ministry of Social Affairs, but also all stakeholders, to provide better social welfare services 
to trafficking victims. I would also like to say congratulations and wish you success.  
  
 
Khofifah Indar Parawansa 
Minister of Social Affairs 
Republic of Indonesia 
 
 
 
 


